
Rust Belt Fibershed: An Introduction 
Join us for a talk by founders Jessalyn Boeke and Sarah Pottle on Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at 12:15 
p.m. in Pilla 136 made possible by the generous support of the O�ce of Diversity and Inclusion and the 

Core Curriculum. RSVP to Yolanda King (Yolanda.King@ursuline.edu) by March 23 | Both virtual and in-

person attendance will be accommodated.

About the event:

Rust Belt Fibershed is a bioregional textile community growing hope and resilience through local fiber, 

local color, and local labor. We are creating a collaborative network of regenerative fiber farmers, 

processors, and designers from the Rust Belt Region to explore the possibilities of working with the 

resources in our fibershed, in particular sheeps wool, alpaca, flax, and plant dyes, whose work 

demonstrates a commitment to creating a ‘soil to soil’ fashion and textile system. We also educate 

consumers about the life-giving need and creative possibilities for a circular textile system. Rust Belt 

Fibershed consists of 250- mile radius outside of Cleveland, Ohio including parts of Michigan, southern 

Ohio, Western Pennsylvania and Western New York. It is our goal to build a community that 

collaboratively supports locally grown textiles in a way that decreases consumption of fast fashion and 

works to restore soil health. We aspire to connect everyone in all parts of our local fiber system: farmers, 

fiber processors–from large mills to home spinners, weavers, dyers and fiber artists–to designers, shop 

owners, fiber enthusiasts, and all consumers of textiles.  Through this project, we hope to increase 

education of stewardship of our land and resources, foster friendship and creativity, and facilitate 

conversations that address the challenges of a localized fiber supply chain.

Join our on-campus book dialogue centering Anisfield-Wolf Award-Winning text, All That She 
Carried: The Journey of Ashley's Sack, A Black Family Keepsake by Tiya Miles on 2 March and 30 March 

from 12:00-1:00 p.m. via Zoom.


